Abstract: The Women in Biology forum (WiB) of Bioclues (India) began in 2009 to promote and support women pursuing careers in bioinformatics and computational biology. WiB was formed in order to help women scientists deprived of basic research, boost the prominence of women scientists particularly from developing countries, and bridge the gender gap to innovation. WiB has also served as a platform to highlight the work of established female scientists in these fields. Several award-winning women researchers have shared their experiences and provided valuable suggestions to WiB. Headed by Mohanalatha Chandrasekharan and supported by Dr. Reeta Rani Singhania and Renuka Suravajhala, WiB has seen major progress in the last couple of years particularly in the two avenues Mentoring and Research, off the four avenues in Bioclues: Mentoring, Outreach, Research and Entrepreneurship (MORE). In line with the Bioclues vision for bioinformatics in India, the WiB Journal Club (JoC) recognizes women scientists working on functional genomics and bioinformatics, and provides scientific mentorship and support for project design and hypothesis formulation. As a part of Bioclues, WiB members practice the group's open-desk policy and its belief that all members are free to express their own thoughts and opinions. The WiB forum appreciates suggestions and welcomes scientists from around the world to be a part of their mission to encourage women to pursue computational biology and bioinformatics.
Introduction
Bioclues is a nonprofit organization that was founded in 2005 by Drs. Prashanth Suravajhala and Pritish Varadwaj. It is the only official affiliate of the International Society for Computational Biology (ISCB) and the Asia Pacific Bioinformatics Network (APBioNet) in India. Bioclues is proud to have over 3,500 members in 40 countries. It has provided mentorship to over 400 students and collaborates with ,12 universities and organizations in eight countries. Bioclues began with a vision of training at least 2,000 biologists in bioinformatics by the year 2020, but it was not until 2009 when the board realized that the inclusion of women trainees was essential to meeting this goal that the WiB forum was formed as a subgroup of Bioclues.
Objectives
The WiB Journal Club (JoC) is a group of 30 women members who are students, young researchers, and established scientists who share a common interest in bioinformatics research. Through monthly meetings members discuss research articles, project designs, and opportunities to pursue new research areas. Further, they encourage women biologists to take up entrepreneurship per their interests. Leading women researchers participate in these discussions and provide unique insights and advice from their own experiences.
Achievements and Accolades
The year 2012 has seen major breakthroughs for women scientists in general and WiB members in particular. The Organization for Women in Science for the Developing World (OWSD) recognized the work of Dr. Priya Mahadevan from S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences, India and Dr. Ilkay E. Orhan of the Medical and Health Sciences Department at Gazi University, Ankara, Turkey. These award-winning scientists shared their experiences with the WiB forum.
WiB invites women to discuss their research proposals and offers them a platform to work on it through Bioclues virtual projects. The most recent achievement, in October 2013, was the publication of an article titled ''Women Biologists in India: Challenges'' in Current Science. In WiB is grateful for the numerous women who have volunteered to organize and anchor the annual awards ceremony and participated in the essay writing competitions sponsored by Bioclues. During 2012 During -2013 , there has been a significant improvement in the progress of WiB members at personal and scientific levels, be it project development, mentoring, or supporting open access. WiB believes its efforts have helped its members thrive, but they aim to see more women entrepreneurs and successful scientists at higher echelons. WiB also believes the latter can only be possible through greater financial support.
The growth and advancement of science can only be realized fully through the contributions of both men and women. WiB believes every community and every country should have similar groups at the local level to function effectively. WiB welcomes researchers from around the world to be a part of the team and contribute to this meaningful work.
